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Abstract

The development of clean technologies (“cleantech™) could help
solve problems of energy shortage and climate change, and could also
create huge new business opportunities. Advanced countries such as
the United States, the United Kingdom, Germany and Japan have been
actively developing various fiscal, funding, and regulatory policies to
promote investment in cleantech, as means of helping create new job
opportunities, raise industrial competitiveness, and boost local
economic development. While Taiwan lacks natural resources, it
possesses excellent technological, R&D and manufacturing prowess.
Vigorous investment in cleantech could help it push forward the
transition and upgrading of its industry toward low carbon-emitting
and high value-adding production. This paper first examines the
definition of cleantech and factors influencing investment in it. It then
analyzes the market potential, investment trends, and "green job"
opportunities stemming from cleantech, compares Taiwan’s related
government policies with those in leading countries, and ends by
presenting concrete conclusions and recommendations for
consideration by Taiwan’s policy makers.
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