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Abstract

In the 30 years since mainland China launched its reform and opening
policy, huge disparities in regional economic development have formed.
The government is aware of the seriousness of this problem, and since 1999
has been actively implementing regional development plans for each region.
Particular emphasis has been placed on these plans since 2008. These
regional development plans of the past decade can be classified into three
main types. The first kind is plans approved by the State Council for
regional development across provincial and city boundaries, such as those
for the Pearl River Delta Economic Zone or the Chengdu-Chongqing
Economic Zone; the second is plans for places selected as pilot areas for
comprehensive reform, such as the Shanghai Pudong New Area or the
Tianjin Binhai New Area; the third is self-development plans drawn up by
individual provinces and cities and approved by the State Council, such as
those for the Shandong Peninsula Blue Economic Zone or the Hainan
International Tourism Island. The content of most of these plans matches
the particular development advantages of the region concerned, with the
government providing preferential investment conditions as a means of
drawing in new industry chains. This study finds that, by the end of 2010,
the phenomenon of excessive regional development gaps in mainland China
had already entered a reining-in trend. In the future, the government’s
overall strategy will to make the most of each region’s comparative
advantages to drive regional development.
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