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A Study of Indigenous Self-government

Cheng-Feng Shih
Dean, College of Indigenous Studies, National Dong Hwa University
Abstract

Our understanding of indigenous self-government, or self-rule, is that the
indigenous peoples have the right to decide how to arrange their political, economic,
social, and cultural affairs so that they may attain the goal of autonomy. We will
start with the literatures of international law and of political philosophy in order to
look into the necessity and legitimacy of indigenous self-rule. Secondly, we will
examine how to arrange the relationships among the central government, the
indigenous governments, and the local governments, especially the demarcation of the
areas of the indigenous autonomous regions. Thirdly, we will search ways how the
government may have access to natural resources in the indigenous autonomous
regions. We will then move to the issue of financial supports to the autonomous
regions with the hindsight of financial reconstruction. Final but not the least
important, we will see how the interests of those non-indigenous residents on the

indigenous autonomous regions will be protected.

Keywords: indigenous peoples, right to self-government, autonomous region



Article 3: Indigenous peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right
they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and
cultural development.
Article 4: Indigenous peoples, in exercising their right to self-determination, have the right
to autonomy or self-government in matters relating to their internal and local affairs, as
well as ways and means for financing their autonomous functions.
Article 5: Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and strengthen their distinct
political, legal, economic, social and cultural institutions, while retaining their rights to
participate fully, if they so choose, in the political, economic, social and cultural life of the
State.
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and treaty rights of the Aboriginal peoples of Canada) > P9t > ’C[ P 1997
EﬁmFWﬁiﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬂiy%@ﬁ%@@%?ﬂ@ﬁﬁ@°

SR MV e A ER AR LA S SHOT IR A T4

P~ PR (DIAND, 1995) 1 (< ) SFEFE et/ RO * o P

19



EIPI PRI R (= H0 2V s THIEYDE 5 S PR > o S (=5
FOF B~ o RL R TE 1 B~ O RLIE 2 US4V R P Il
"o (Z) S5 Inuit » PR PRS2 HPAVEETE > PR SR AU
Z[Bh[* | ZFInuit [= AU 5 (=) S5 Métis » I RL=13EE | 32501 (settlement )
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WL”“FFE{E%E@’TFIU’F’L E?JEWF"I% ( Wherrett, 1999; Timpson, 2002; Légaré, 1996;
Miller, 1998; 1999) « 3 » R 5, » SRS EAR R ot

¥ (Henderson, n.d.) °

i

Nisga’a Final Agreement, 2000 : Nisga’ ag[*gg@&g + 1998 ?F";"ﬁ“%[% &4
L T R W Nisgwa J i **'j@ﬁiﬂﬁ
Fﬁff A AT Nisga'a SBR- 5 i d’[@zF ‘}b@‘[ﬁﬁl*J?H%OTf‘L%@’Nisga’a
ANl Ay T~ [@ > (Nisga’a Lisims Government ) » ™ EEPU{[YT T F5 2 1%

A PRIV « FRRCREmTL 1 55 s BT SRR O A

ij;% [ 1773 30,000 - H IILLIN I/~§L§L|—’
AL E,“EIHI 57%p S qﬁ#&q I'J R 80%f k[ | FAH?LF*] (Miller, 1998 ) -
0 43&1?;5' R Jbii"\j’ gl,fjjlnult ]Eliﬁf? Inuktitut ~ KLY lﬁjuﬂr, (Hawkes, n.d.) °

22



AU > PIRAEF] I PRAP R P R ERIERL P
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