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WOMEN AND LEADERSHIP

The Hon. Julie Bishop MP, distinguished speakers and all of the

distinguished delegates from APEC economies,

Bishopii R » R EELUKAPECHEE ¢

I am honored to be invited to address in the plenary session of
Women and Leadership. First of all, I would like to extend my sincere
gratitude to Minister Julie Bishop for hosting the 12th APEC Women
Leaders' Network Meeting. It is my great pleasure of having this oppor-
tunity to participate in this important event and to visit the beautiful

city of Port Douglas. I would also like to thank you all for your warm

welcome and great hospitality.
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Focus

After listening to Minister Julie Bishop's very informative speech,
I admire what Australia has achieved in women's participation in every
aspect. For your better understanding of women's status and leadership
in Chinese Taipei, | would like to share some of the statistics in terms
of women's participation in enterprises, employment and participation
in politics.

I8 1 Bishopfil i A A2 & WU TEGE - BRI H SR N4 204625 Tl
ARREZ B E I » Roil &AL 1R rh 3 S LA AR 20 R R BRI - TR
fefit — LR i 0 2 B A 3~ SR B BUGTR BRI R -

Regarding the percentage of women business owners in Chinese
Taipei, there are 29.3% of enterprises are owned by women. In SME
sector, there are 29.7% of SME are owned by women. In large enter-
prises, the percentage of women business owners is around 17%. In
terms of the employment ranking, the proportion of women executives
and managers is 17.9%. If we talk about women in professionals,
including professors in universities and doctors in hospitals, the per-
centage is 47.3%. In terms of women's participation in politics in
Chinese Taipei, the percentage is 15% in the ministerial level and 21%
in national parliament. There are 26% of county or city councilors are
women.
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Woman has
been playing an
important role in our
society. However,
when we discuss
why women lose the
opportunities of
being a leader, given
the condition that

most of the women

have good education
and better perform-
ances, it always
comes up thousands
of reasons. The rea-
sons include short-
age of social net-
works, difficulty of reaching the supporting systems provided by gov-
ernment, being isolated in endless house works and lack of chances to
learn new technology, and etc. However, no matter what kinds of rea-
son or difficulties are ahead of us, the importance is what actions the
government takes to help women tackle these problems.
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In the following, I would like to share with you about what actions
our government has taken in the past one year. There are three actions.
First, we help women to organize women business networks; secondly,
we provide a micro-credit start-up loan particularly for women.
Thirdly, we establish a platform of the capacity buildings for women.
Let me elaborate more of these three policies.

DU AR ERA SR H A EAMT A BUR AL R —F R SRIIEE  ER
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First, we organize a mutual-assistance network and set up an infor-
mation exchange platform for women entrepreneurs in Chinese Taipei. We
start with establishing the regional network of consultation committee for
women entrepreneurs. We invite successful women entrepreneurs to
organize the volunteer supporting group to give advices to women execu-
tives in business market and other relevant professional skills. Up to now,
there are more than 200 volunteers have joined the supporting group. We
also encourage the committee to invite women interested in creating their
own businesses to participate and we have held the conferences county by
county. We hope that women can have a direct contact network on busi-
ness.
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In addition to the face-to-face network, we also set up a virtual net-
work for women and help them to realize the concept of supply chain. We
had the opportunities to discuss the supply chain system in the 11th WLN
meeting held in Hanoi last year. Regarding the virtual network, we set up
an e-commerce website for women businesses on Taiwan Trade Portal.
Through the single window, any buyers from the world can locate
Taiwanese women businesses very easily. If all the member economies of
APEC have their own women business website portal hyperlink together,
we can set up an APEC women business supply chain. I believe this net-
work will help women in APEC region to build up the leadership in busi-
ness. I think the concept of "women helping women" is very important
and we can do it.
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Secondly, we set up the small business start-up loan, the Phoenix

program, only for women. This micro-credit start-up loan intends to help
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women have the chance to set up their own businesses. The interest rate
of the start-up loan is as low as 3.33% with 95% of guarantee provided by
government. However, before applying for the loan, the applicants need to
take the business start-up guidance courses for 21 hours to ensure their
readiness for setting up business. All of the Taiwanese women aged
between 20-65 are eligible for application. She must finish her business
plan and get it reviewed by advisors. If the business plan is approved to
be practical, then she can get the loan up to 15,000 USD from bank with
95% of guarantee provided by government and return in 7 years. In case
the loan is failed to return, government will pay 95% of the loan back to
the bank. This will
encourage all of the
important banks in

Taiwan to partici-

pate in this program.
Now, there are more
than 5,000 women
have participated in
the guidance cours-
es and 30 million
USD has been ready
in the bank prepar-

ing for the loan.
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As a matter of the fact, the value of this micro-credit project is not
only helping women to get the loan, but it also encourages women's par-
ticipation in the economy. Based on the notion that we believe women are
worth for investment, our government would take high percentage of
guarantee in this project. Because the success in business will directly
improve the economic situation of their families which women in nature
will devote their life to protect, women are responsible and will do their
best to make their businesses successful.
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The third action is that we have launched a plan for reducing the dig-
ital divide between genders. Combining the resources from government
and private sector, we cooperate with NGOs and NPOs to provide women

with basic training in computer use. This year, 10,000 women will receive
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24 hours of computer training and it is free of charge. Furthermore,
20,000 opportunities for digital training will be offered in 2008.
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The economic growth rate in Chinese Taipei was 4.7% in 2006 and
the unemployment rate was 3.9%. Thinking about women's role in the
future, I agree with what Andrina Lever commented in her presentation
"The economic growth power is not in China, not in India, not in the
Internet; the economic growth power are driven by women." I believe if
we can make efforts and take actions, we will help women take leader-
ships and make a better future.
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Thank you very much for your attention.
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Taiwan Economic Statistics has moved home!
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In order to provide readers with a faster and more convenient service, from this
issue on, Taiwan Economic Statistics will be provided as an electronic version instead
of in print. You can directly browse and download whatever statistics you need by
the following steps:

Step 1: Please go to the CEPD's website at
http://www.cepd.gov.tw and click on the
English version.

Step 2: Click the icon "Statistics" in the left col-
umn.

Step 3: Click the icon "Taiwan Economic
Statistics" in the right column.

Step 4: Download the "Taiwan Economic
Statistics" in PDF format.
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