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Abstract

Influenced by the model of Weimar Germany, the Republic of
China’s Constitution passed in 1946 included provisions on national
economy and social security. At that time, the socialist spirit
embodied in the “National Economy” provisions was widely popular
and had come to the fore as the leading international trend in political
ideology. However, this situation has changed with the times, and
socialism has now been displaced by the competition-oriented trends
of globalization, the global village, and the borderless global
marketplace. Recognizing that the market economy enables the most
efficient utilization of resources, economists nowadays are mostly
advocates of free-market economics.

A written constitution cannot easily be amended to keep up with
the constantly changing tide of human thinking. As economic
provisions are of a detailed, technical nature and need flexibility in
their application, the authors suggest that socio-economic matters be
excluded from the constitution, as exemplified by the experience of
the United States and Germany, and instead be determined under the
decision-making powers of the regularly re-elected administration and
legislature. This would ensure that constitutional law and general
law would each be able to fulfill their separate designated functions to
the optimum extent.
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