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Abstract

Abstract

As a consequence of lowest-low fertility and accelerating of the ageing
population in Taiwan, family structure has changed drastically in recent
years. This has triggered a public debate about whether Taiwanese families
function well with respect to giving birth, economic support, socialization,
education, and care, as well as intergenerational support for the elderly
population. For the Four-Year National Development Plan (2017-2020), the
National Development Council implemented six policy dimensions and
five-policy focuses with respect to each dimension. The aim of this project
revolves around the social justice policy dimension, and is to identify
trends in household and family structures as well as to explore the
implications of those trends for key future family policy implementation
areas. On the basis of a comprehensive literature review, we predict that the
number of households with inadequate informal care capacity is expected to
grow in Taiwan, including elderly married couples, single-living elders,
single parents with unmarried children, grandparents with unmarried
grandchildren, dual-earner households, and cohabitation households. In
addition, families which comprising indigenous people and cross-border
marriages may face many difficulties because of increased unemployment
and economic instability. This project examines the existing government
policy in Taiwan and conducts focus group studies to collect opinions of
scholars and government officials. Finally, we propose three domains of
family policy, based on the principle of family autonomy and prioritizing
disadvantaged family needs: to build a sound aging society care system, to
promote balance between work and family life, and to cultivate human

capital for indigenous people and families of cross-border marriages.
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