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Abstract

Technological innovation has stimulated rapid economic and social
development of human society after the Industrial Revolution. Meanwhile,
1t has also caused a fundamental change between the human beings and the
environment. The impact of human activities on the environment 1s much
greater than the natural recovery capacity. Therefore, 1t has brought
unprecedented impact and problems on the environment, such as the ozone
depletion, global warming, deforestation, species extinction, acid rain,
coastal and nearshore erosion, water pollution, solid waste disposal, toxic
gases emission, and wetland protection. Ironically, to prevent these
disasters from being out of control, a huge amount of expense and changes
must be added to the production. Nowadays, pursuing the balance of
environmental protection, economic and social sustainable development has
become the priority of almost every government in the world.

This paper aims at analyzing the most current trend of sustainable
development in global society in accordance with environmental changes.
This paper employs the trend of natural resource utilization in sustainable
development, current development of international environmental regulations,
and production of economic activities as three key areas to examine the trend
of sustainable development. In Chapter 3: The trend of natural resource
utilization in sustainable development, the following global issues widely
discussed recently in the global society are main points in this chapter: the
trend of energy use, renewable energy development in the international
organizations, and the situation and problems of water resource use and
management in the world. In Chapter 4: current development of
international environmental regulations, the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Kyoto Protocol,
addressed most in the global society, are two major environmental



regulations reviewed in this paper. In Chapter 5: production and the
sustainable development, 1deas related to production and environmental
protection, such as the clean production, the green supply chain, and the ISO
environmental management system, are proposed in this paper.
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