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Abstract
Keywords: Foreign Language Policy; Global English; World Englishes;
pluralism in language and culture

The incessant globalization and interdependence of different parts of
the world has created a formidable challenge for every country’s
eco-political and social development. It is absolutely necessary for a
country to have a well-thought policy on foreign language education. It is
obvious that English as the world’s dominant language for global
communication will play an even more important role than before in
economic, political and social spheres. It is universally acknowledged
that the economic development and internalization of a country depend
very much on the enhancement of English language proficiency. No doubt
there are more issues, globally and locally in Taiwan, which would need
to be addressed to account for what would constitute sound and viable
foreign language policies, particularly, regarding English language. This
project attempts to describe foreign language policies in Taiwan for the
past several decades in order to respond to the new phenomenon of
Global English, to compare English educational policies in other
countries, and to investigate the feasibility of a nation-wide institution
for fostering a foreign-language competent society with global
competitiveness.

This study presents a set of key issues that need to be addressed
regarding policy planning and development for a sound and viable
foreign language policy for Taiwan. The questions concern issues such as
the core value of language policies in Taiwan, the feasibility of a
nation-wide institution for promoting foreign-language competences, the
role of English language in Taiwan’s language policy, the role of other
foreign languages in Taiwan, foreign language education in Taiwan’s
multilingual society, and the impact of English as an International
Language on Taiwan’s foreign language education.

v



il

By focus group interviews and literature review of language policies
in different regions of the world, the study reveals the following results:
create a content-based and communicative learning environment with a
coherent and well-articulated framework of value, foster leadership of a
high-tier nation-wide institution to promote the practice foreign language
policies, researches, and professional development, take the advantage of
the rich sociolinguistic context to develop competences of foreign
languages other than English, support the development of both heritage
languages and foreign languages for the benefits of learners, the
communities, and the society as a whole, and refine language instruction
methods for the trend of English as an International Language.

The following implications for Taiwan’s foreign language policies
are drawn from the study results: build up a nation-wide institution for
promoting a foreign-language competent society, centralize foreign
language education and professional development of foreign language
educators, create an environment for functional users of English by
providing foreign-language TV networks and platforms for sharing
effective pedagogical innovations, and foster the development of heritage
languages and foreign languages as a whole for supporting the
linguistically diverse society in Taiwan.
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