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Abstract

Since the Environmental Impact Assessment Act became effective in the end
of 1994, Taiwan has accumulated 15 years of experience in its operation. With this
environmental review system in place, however, many construction projects
remain controversial, testing the contentious society. Recently, different groups
have held opposite opinions toward several construction projects in the EIA
process, such as Shu-Hua expressway, Formosa Plastic Steel Plant, and Hou-Li
Base of Chung Shan Institute of Science and Technology, turning the EIA system

into an arena of social conflicts.

The EIA was originally designed to incorporate environmental concerns into
government decision-making. In Taiwan, however, it has become a battleground
for controversial construction projects. Instiutitonal reform towards a more

meaningful EIA system has become a serious challenge for Taiwan.

This research project analyzes the operational problems of the current
Environmental Impact Assessment system by interviewing experts, investigating
the operation and court decisions, and referring to international treaties and legal
instruments. It further provides suggestions to institutional reform, including a

shift to decision-senstive review and an increase to public monitoring.

Keywords: Environmental Impact Assessment, Centralized Review System,

EIA Veto Power, Policy Incorporation, Citizen Participation
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Art. 3, para.l of the Conventiona on Environmental Impact Agreement in a Transboundary
Context reads that “ For a proposed activity listed in Appendix I that is likely to cause a
significant adverse transboundary impact, the Party of origin shall, for the purposes of ensuring
adequate and effective consultations under Article 5, notify any Party which it considers may be
an affected Party as early as possible and no later than when informing its own public about that
proposed activity.”

Convention on Environmental Imapct Assessment in a Transboundary Context, Feb. 25, 1991,
art. 3, para. 2.

Convention on Environmental Imapct Assessment in a Transboundary Context, Feb. 25, 1991,
art. 3, para. 8.

Convention on Environmental Imapct Assessment in a Transboundary Context, Feb. 25, 1991,
art. 3, para. 8.

Convention on Environmental Imapct Assessment in a Transboundary Context, Feb. 25, 1991,
art. 3, para. 5..

Convention on Environmental Imapct Assessment in a Transboundary Context, Feb. 25, 1991,
art. 3, para. 6.
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7 Convention on Environmental Imapct Assessment in a Transboundary Context, Feb. 25, 1991,
art. 6.

¥ Convention on Environmental Imapct Assessment in a Transboundary Context, Feb. 25, 1991,
art. 8, para. 8.
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Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to
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Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to
Justice in Environmental Matters, Jun. 25, 1998, art. 4
Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to
Justice in Environmental Matters, Jun. 25, 1998, art. 2

United Nations, Your Right to a Healthy Environment: A Simplified Guide to Aarhus
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Justice in Environmental Matters 5 (2006).

Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to
Justice in Environmental Matters, Jun. 25, 1998, art. 4, para. 3, 4.

Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to
Justice in Environmental Matters, Jun. 25, 1998, art. 5.

Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to
Justice in Environmental Matters, Jun. 25, 1998, art. 6, para. 1.

Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to
Justice in Environmental Matters, Jun. 25, 1998, Annex 1.

Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to
Justice in Environmental Matters, Jun. 25, 1998, art. 7, 8.
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Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to
Justice in Environmental Matters, Jun. 25, 1998, art. 6.

Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to
Justice in Environmental Matters, Jun. 25, 1998, art. 2, para. 5.
Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to
Justice in Environmental Matters, Jun. 25, 1998, art. 6, para. 9.

Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to
Justice in Environmental Matters, Jun. 25, 1998, art. 9, para. 1.

Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to
Justice in Environmental Matters, Jun. 25, 1998, art. 9, para. 3.

United Nations, Your Right to a Healthy Environment: A Simplified Guide to Aarhus
Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation, in Decision-Making and Access to
Justice in Environmental Matters 14 (2006).

Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to
Justice in Environmental Matters, Jun. 25, 1998, art. 9, para. 5.
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Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to
Justice in Environmental Matters, Jun. 25, 1998, art. 10, para. 1, 4, 5.

Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to
Justice in Environmental Matters, Jun. 25, 1998, art. 10, para. 1, 4, 5.

Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to
Justice in Environmental Matters, Jun. 25, 1998, art. 16, Annex II.

United Nations, Your Right to a Healthy Environment: A Simplified Guide to Aarhus
Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation, in Decision-Making and Access to
Justice in Environmental Matters 19 (2006).
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