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Abstract

Food safety has received attention internationally, and meanwhile
Taiwan is committed to the establishing and promoting the certification
system of Traceable Agricultural Products (TAP) to secure the food safety of
Taiwan and improve the competitiveness of the agricultural products
internationally. For this reason, the medium-and-long-term project named
"109-112-Year Traceable Agricultural Products Certification Counseling and
Safety Management and Marketing Plan" is implemented. Therefore, the
research purpose of this study is to evaluate the project and provide policy
recommendations for future policy implementation. Specifically, the
research purposes of this study are as follows:

1. Assess the achievement of the objectives and the appropriateness of the
iImplementation strategy of the "Traceable Agricultural Product
Certification Counseling and Safety Management and Marketing Plan",
and explore the problems encountered in the implementation process, the
coordination and interactions between the industry sector, the public
sector and non-governmental organizations and relevant government
agencies, etc. to comprehend the appropriateness of promaotion strategies;

2. Compare the differences between our traceability system and other
countries;

3. Evaluate the implementation performance and merits and flaws of the
project through comprehending the gap between the planning and
execution process as well as understanding the underlying reasons, effects,

merits and flaws.
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This study evaluates the above three points by adopting qualitative and
quantitative methods including secondary data retrieval, induction, in-depth
interviews, expert interviews, AHP (Analytic Hierarchy Process, AHP) and
3E performance indicators. Of which, the AHP method is used to analyze the
expert questionnaires. The contents of the questionnaires are compared in
pairs to allow the respondents to judge the importance and appropriateness
of the policy strategies of the project. The 3E performance indicators include
the economy indicator, efficiency indicator and effectiveness indicator to
measure the performance of the project. This study conducted in-depth
interviews with the agricultural authories that implemented the project,
multiple agricultural enterprises, farmers' associations, and distributors. At
the same time, we also interviewed 6 experts and scholars who are familiar
with the policies of traceable agricultural products. Through the above
interviews and qualitative and quantitative analysis, the findings of this study
are as follows:
1.The goals of the project are well achieved with excellent efficiency
2.The agricultural products with the TAP label have grown significantly
which well achieves the policy goals.

3.The strategy of promoting group certification is successful; however the
quality of certification and inspections should be simultaneously
improved.

4.The efficiency of budget use needs to be improved.

5.Taiwan Good Agricultural Practice (TGAP) should keep pace with the
times.

6.The integrated version of TGAP reduces the burden on producers and

certification bodies, and the classification is closer to GGAP.
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7. The checking points of TGAP PLUS is similar with GGAP's, but there is
still room for effort to acheive benchmarking.

8. In terms of (non-certified) traceable livestock, polutry and aquactic
products, it is advised to improve the screening quality due to the budget
constraints.

9. Priorizing the auction and trading area for TAP has effectively expanded
the transaction volume of TAP in the wholesale market.

10.The promotion of general channels is important, and the effect needs to
be improved :

(1) Consumers not well recognize TAP system.
(2) Marketing industries have doubts about the procurement of TAP.
(3) Agricultural labels are not integrated.

11.The export competition of agricultural products and the reduction of
international certification barriers need to be strengthened.

12.Strengthen the international competitiveness of Taiwan's agricultural
products and cultivate international talents who are familiar with
agricultural products.

1. Suggestions for short-term

(1)Establish the mechanism to revise TGAP

(2)Establish a transparent evaluation and elimination criteria for
certification bodies

(3)Enhance the promotion of the TAP marketing

(4)Refer to the results of the AHP and prioirize the strategies with higher
wieght to be executed, which can effectively achieve the overall goal of
food safety and sustainability

(5)Integrate agricultural product labels
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(6)Improve the screening quality of traceable poultry, livestock and aquatic

products
2. Suggestions for medium- and long-term

(1)Cultivate talents in international traceability certification and
agricultural product marketing

(2)Foster the industry chain of international traceability certification

(3)Increase the ratio of poultry, livestock and aquatic products with the TAP
label
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